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As Colonel West passed from the room,
after dealing out to Mrs. Macdonald the
terrible acousation that she was engaged in
practising sgainst the life of her husband,
he esmcountered in the veranda that ran
round the building the faithfol Ali Sen, the
Major's servant, in his hand =
steaming bowl of rieh savory soup which he
had prepared for his sick master,

The Colonel was, ordinarily, the least sus-
picious of mortals, but when once the demon

he declared were litile beiter than the rav-
ings of insanity. The solicitous anxiety
displayed by Mzs. Macdonald for her hus-
baod’s recovery, and her refusal to quit his
side even to obtain for berself the that
her long vigil made necessary inter-
ests of own health, so completely won
upon Dr. Esmead that lutuﬁ‘y deelared
that the Colonel was an old fool, who, be-
eause his wife oursed a prejudice foward a
beantiful young woman, must needs make
matters worse by indulging in the foulest

suspicions. :
But the Colonel was not disposed to be set

down in this matter.
ugipled ad-

of doubt obtained possession of his mind it
was mot to be easily exorcised. It flashed
upon him soddenly as & possibility that the
man might be in loague with his mistress
in & scheme to sbbreviate the life of Major
Macdonald, and, quick as thought, he re-
selved fo put his new suspicion immediately
to the proof. Turning Sercely on the Hin-
doo he abroptly demanded for whom “that
mess" was intended, and learning that Al
had prepared it for the Major by Mrs., Mae-
doneld's orders, Colonel West, fixing I.i!e
man with & pesetratling glance from his
deeplv-sel eves, quietly remarked: -

“1hen I think I will taste the soup, if
yon have no objections, Ali,” and without
waiting for a reply he took the soup drom
the man’s hands,

“The sahib is weloome to my poor ef-
forts, "’ the Hindoo said, making a profound
soloam as he surrendered the deooction.
“The soup is good, as the sahib will find.”

There wos & garden seat in the uﬂnn
on which the Colonel immediately sea
himself.

““It swells good,” said the Colonel, as he
wested himselt and prepared to sttack the
sivory ‘brew.”  “ITit bnly tastes as good as
it smells it will be capital.™

If Ali Sen expected that the Colomel
would have eontented himself with one or
two sips of the beverage he was disap-
poisted. Colonel West began his experi-
wment enutiously, as, indeed, he had need to
do, seeing that the beverage which Ali had

pared was piping hot. But, to the in-
tense satisfaction of the Hin he turned
each spoonful over his palate with the gusto
ol an epicure eujoying his favorite dish,
though there was an ominous frown upon
his brow. The Colonel, in fact, was pus-
sled. He could detect nothing objectiona-
ble in the taste, and electing to go  through
his part to the end, he did not pause until
the whele was swallowed, when he quietly
handed the empty bowl to Ali Sen, remark-
ing with significant emphasis as he did so:

*The Major ought to get well quickly on
that. The favor is excellent, and reflocts
great eredit on your cooking,” i

Another profound salaam from the Hin-
doo grested this observation, as the man
receiving back the empty bowl retired to
{he servants’ guarters, ic prepare another
portion for the sick Major.

Happily the Colonel suffered no ill effects
from the experiment he had made upon
himseli, a circumstance that perploxed him
uot & little, and left him wondering at what
point jn {is trapsition from the servants’
quarters to the Major's bedside the miok

jman’s food was tampered with. That it

wes sdilterated with some slow poison be
it reached the M ’s lips was olear ss
d.xlllizht to the Colonel’s mind.
soon as the man had retired, Colone]
West Fa.id @ visit to his friend’s sick room.
A chill struck the heart of the brave sol-
dier, as &t one ‘Elmu his eye took in the
ravages which the mysterious melady had
worked on the powerful, herculean frame
of Major Macdonald. The Major, who was
nu.ira in civilian dress, lay extended on*s
couch scarcely sble to move hand or foot.
A clammy perspiration covered his face, and
hung from his pallid lipe. He complained
much of feeling oold, though a num-
of warm ruge were piled upon
him, and of & terrible pausea, with burn-
ing hest and constriction in his throat
l?f. cirenlation was languid and poer, 4nd
bhis clothes hung baggy snd loose upon his
shrunken limbs. The Colonel made no pre-
tense 10 & knowledge of medicine, but as he
listened once mare while his friend detailed
the ptoms of the mysterions malady that
had brought bim so0 low, he could not resist
the conviction that, although many of the
:‘!m'p‘tonl described might be traced to that
isorganized state of the liver from which so
many Anglo-Indinns suffer, the disease was
not running an ordinary course; in
that his friend wus being slowly done to

Colonel West, however, wisely kept the
suspicions that were working in his mind
from the Mujor's knowledge. He sat by his
bedside pouring words of cheer into his ear,
which the Major, to do him justice, was not
slow to acoept and respond to; affirming that
although he felt as ‘weak 25 a cat’ there was
nothing the matter which & ses voyage to
England and a short furlongh on the breezy
moors and hillsides of Clansyda in his native
Beotland would net svon put te rights.
Colonel West considered that he, at an
rate, posseased better reasons for the confi-
dence which the Major felt in his own re-

covery.

“Egad,” he murmured to himiself as he
went away to his own gquarters, leaving the
Major inclined to sleep, “*he will get better
fast enough now—never fearl His wife
will not dare to go on with her fiendich de-
sign now that she koows that she is sus-
pected and watohed. As for Ali, Jhe will
put mo native's poison in the messes he
makes, when he kmows that I msy spri
upos him si any moment unawares an
want to drink the lot myself.” And the
Colonel chuckldd se his mind tm&md
up the humor that was blended with the
tra\{nd_v of the gituation.

‘hether the Colonel's suspicions were
well or ill-founded, it was certainly singular
that the anticipations he had formed of the
recovery of his ‘riend were justified in an
altogether remarkable way, m the day
when he interfered, as he afterward put
muatter, “to save the life of my friend, ™
Major Macdonald began to mend. He

to compluin of being chilled. The
ususes and that terrible burning heat in
Lis throst, which had destroyed his ap
tite and rendersd the of food ﬁ
ful to him, soon left mh [ te re-
turned, snd as soon as he was able to enjoy
bis meals with his wonted relish h:rssn
10 put on flesh and his strength ret to
him gradually, so that when the news came
that the furiough he hud applied for had
been granted he n‘lws-l;l: s: make l.’h;imur
sury wrrangements s departure himsell.
And what of the benutiful siren who had
drawn down upon herszlf the dark suspicions
ol Célonsi West? Dayaud night she hung
the couch of husband with a
wilely devotion that touched the simple

heart of the r evan more ly than
< in foriner d.l::ziinlud
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“I know her to be an un

venturest fo begin with,”” he said, “who
came to us under false pretenses. Her  sie-
ter was engaged by Lady Kingsbury as &rs,
West's companion, and when she happened
to fall ill on the eve of the day :g:ol.!md
for her sailing bs-otl:e Mysore, t does
this artiul jade but sieal away from
home and take her sister’s place, leaving
behind her a note to kay that she had done
s0? Counld anything be xore unprincipled

1nrd; Jyoung woman respactably brought up
to do?"

“Bat there is  long atep between obtain-
ing a sitnation on false pretenses and mur-
der,” Dr. Esmead replied.

“Granted for the sake of ugumut{” re-

turned the Colonel, “but unfortunately sho
does not stop at that. She bolsters up her
fraud with all kinds of specious lying, aud
urtfully ensnares Macdonald with the glam-
our of ber wonderful beauty, thinking be-
cause he is the Laird of €lansyde he is &
man of wealth and position, little dreaming
that Clansyde brings the most m return
imuginable. When she finds t she i
;leeeir‘ed. or rather lh?l li:le has deceived
iersell nhout our r friend’s mon po-
sition, whut does l:{: do next? mam
& scene with ler husband, and at her insti-
gation poor Mae draws upon his savings to
insure his life jora large sum, out ol all
character with his meaus. Mark my words,
us koon o8 Mack returns to Aurungwallah,
having cffected that insurance in Caleutis
with the Universal, his bealth begins to de-
cline. He has the first day’s illness he has
ever known 1n his life,”

“Well, a man must begin to ba ill some
time," remuarked Dr. Esmead, in an ag-
grieved tone.

“You call it liver,"” continued the Colonel,

ssing by the interruption. *1t issingu-
ar that his liver begins to mend as soon as
Mrs, Macdonnld accompanies mf wife to
these :ufernal hills, lewving him behind in
Aurpngwallah, and it is more singular still
tiat as soon as Mac comes here and joins his
wife he starts with his liver again. 1
::nnght yon sent him here to get better of

at.”

“So 1did,” anrwered the dootor.

“Well, he aidu’t,” returned the Colonel
hotly. *‘He got worse instead, till I thought
he would have died. Then I told his wife
that if any:hh‘if har aed to him guestions
wonid be asked wh crmmld have to be an-
swered. My God! you should have seen
how that shot weut home. There was gailt
in her every attitude. But it lnyth!nr had
been wanted to show that n':L:up cions
were justified it was supplied he
to mwend. There wasno non
that bad been suid in the ears of his wi
for which an innocent woman would have
torn me in pieces. She kuew that the game
was too dangerous to play, and she gave it
up for no better reason.”” :

“You are prejudiced, Colonel,” gaid Dr.
Esmead, when the Colovel had coneluded
his stutement.

“And you—7? You are under the spell
-of her beauty and cannot see how damning
is the case against har,”

L]

V.

The health of Major Macdonald was fairly
established when he embarked on the Tan-
jore, maccompanied by his besutiful wife
and sttended by the faithful Ali, to set sail
for England. Colonel West, who had come
on board to take leave of his friend, whom
he had learned to love asa brother, eould
not repress a feeling of misgiving as he con-
trasted the burly form of Hector Macdonald
65 he had koown him a few short months
ago, and the bowed and feeble-looking man
who, though rmnuu«d convalescent,
looked premuture I.E:d by the terrible ill-
ness through whie had passed. His
misgivings were not allaved as he looked
upon the beasutifal face of the handsome
woman who was hanging on the arm of hor
husbund in an attitude of bewitching trust
and tenderness. Never had she looked
more ravishingly beautiful than now,
with heightened rolor and tall, erect,
figure, she looked every inch & queen, and
::lu_t on Colonel West & look of pmci dis-

ain. .

Since the day when he had so broadly
hinted thet she might be ed with be-
ing accessory to the dexth of her husband if
he ehanced to die ander her care, they had
never met until mow, The Colonel had
been o constant visitoron his friend through
his i1} but whenever he called Mrs
Macdonald wonld quit her sick husband’s
chamber by one door as he entered the room
h{ the other, Now that they met at Just
she returned his salutation with studied
coldness, and from the occasional
flashing of her wonderful dark eyes in de-
fiant scorn, and tbe baughty curl of her
dewy Iir. she betrayed no other sign of inter-
est in his presence. For the first time in his
life Colonel West felt thut he looked smull
in o woman's eyes. But his nppermost leel-
ing was of sorrow &t parting from his friend
and concern for him. *““What,"” bhe found
himself thinking—‘what il this deiermin-
ation of Mauedonald’s to take a long fur-
lough in England proves to be the chance
for which bis wife 1s looking, to enrry the
scneme to n successful issue which has been
interrupfed by my interlerence!”

He had lately lighted, too, on what he
deemed fresh confirmation of madame's
gruilt. The Macdonnlds had left the Lill
station to make preparations for their de-
parture for England some daysearlier than
Colonel West and his wite, Their departure
from what Colonel West firmly believed to
be the soene of & contemplated tragedy had
been the signal for the unloosening of the
tongues of every native in the settlement.

There were rumors, at first butgrow-
ing more and more certain in their tenor, of
kisses and

caresses the beau
Mrs. Macdonald and the faithful Ali, and
: we':;. so far as to hiut at more

y are in league, as I ht
," exelaimed the C h
to conclusions when bis wife in-

im of the stories that were current

in the station. He had anxiously mked

himsell since, whether it was not his duty
to make a_full disclosure of what he Wad
heard, and ‘of his own ong 0 fhe

Major before bidding him farewell, bul. he

had reached no definite conclusion

srrived at the ship, Then, when ke lgoked
on the fuce of his triend glesming love
and trust and complete sa

ly;J

Tnn&nn.
““But look here,” he mid fo
‘West, during ose of the pauses In the con-
versation, ‘“why don’t you write to the in-
suranee company and place them, on their
guard? You have plenty of timejto do it
now. We shall be kept four or fiye
ihmu'l yet, and here are paper, pens and
ll.k."
Biit the Colonel drew back from this pro-
anoted "P-'EI““::&?.“ Com “m"nll'd?
SRR pany eo

?mnaddlewltlt such a ease nntil !ntnﬁr-
ence cume too late.””

“There is sometinng in that no doubt,”
sald the Captain, “but we had better leave
them to decide. They may be able to con-
cert measures of which we know nothing.
11:':’3:1’9' write I will see the letter is de-

Here was an opportunity to do something
—somwething 'hgeh might discomfit Mrs.
Macdonald’s schemes it after the warniog
she had had she ventured to return to them
—something, which might resalt in
bringing her ‘fn.l t home and insuring that
justice should be done if other precantions
failed of their effect.
The Colonel accordingly spent the mext
few hours busily eng in eommitting his
ve to writing, which Captain Else-
over undertook to deliver privately into the
hands of tive manager of the Universal In-
surance Company immediately upon his
arrival in London. |
Colonel West's cons¢ience was satisfied
at last that he at any rate had done all that
Iny within his power. He wished he conld
have done more—how many times after-
ward the same wish rose from his heart it
would be hard fo say! But, for the time,
be was satisfied that he had done his best;

Anglo-Indians
of informution that had the figure
mild Hindoo" for its ceniral fact. But sll
in vain. Btrange to say, when he commu-
nicuted with the Major's factor st qunlﬂ:a
the factor was not aware that the Major b
left Indis. Baffled thpogh he was at every
turn, the detective never beart, though,
with absolutely no olew to go upon, he
found it di t to devise new measures for
discovering the Major's re ns each new
expedient proved more a ve than the
rest. At last fortupe favored him, Even
his indominitable pluck was begioning to
give ont when news reached him in s round-
about way which led him to pay a visit to
Brighton. But here again a fresh disap-
pointment awaited him. The "form™ was
warm, but the game had disappeared.
Mrs. Macdonald had left Brighton
a month ago, stiended by the faithful Ali,
taking her husband with her. The Major
was reported to have been in a dying state,
but he had insisted, con to the wishes
of the physician in attendance—the great
Sir Marcus Bland—on being allowed to try
what the breezy moors and picturesque glens
of Clansyde would do to renew his exha
wers. A visit pald to the ecelebrated
righton physician issued in important dis

for when he set about committing his story
to writing he felt how painfully insufficient

coveries. M Maucdonald ‘been living
+ in Brighton since the day he left London,

= AN

was his oarrative to convey the impression
that his own mind had reccdived. He seemed
to discover lor the first time that it was only
a cpse of dark suspicion after all; that he

designs which he attributed to Mrs, Mae-

donald were actunlly earried into effeet,
But his beart felt lightor now that he had
done what circumstunces seemed to eall for,
and there was honest heartiness in his man-
ner and honest cheeriulness in his face as
lie wrung the hand of his comrade in arms
on the deck of the Tanjore, and took his de-
E:rtun from the ship whose voyage might
fraught with consequences he dreaded to
contemplate. \
+ £ & @ *

- *

As soon as his ship tguched the dock he
mnfht out Mr, Webber st the office of the
Universal Insurancs Company, io whom he
intrusted Colonel West’s astonishing narra-
tive, and Mr, Webber in his turn lost no
time io plucing the matter in the hands of
t.h:t company's Inquiry Agent, Mr. Dog-
E®

Captain Elseover's acoount of the voyage
contributed little to the stock of informa-
tion. Major Macdooald, after suffering for
several dnr from seasickness, which had
the efiect of greatly reduciag his newly ne-
quired strength, and redoubling the Cap-

tain's watchfulness, as soon as he picked n
his sea leﬁ made asurprising rally an
had land

in Enilnud in better health
than when he embarked.

“I don’t want to prejudiee Mrs, Macdon-
ald by aoytaing I say,” Captain Elseover
remarked, “but in jugtice to Colonel West
you ought to. know that the . lady had no
chanee to pluy sny fricks while with me.
As soon a3 I missed Major Macdonald I
paid him a visit, and when I found how
matters stood, I insisted on having him at-
tended to in my own way. I was not going
to have murder done on board my ship un-
der cover of seasickness, if T conld her it.
I contrived to have someonealways with him
who was msible to me. He was never
left day or uight until be came round again..
I made the best excuse I gould to the ladg,
telling her that a ship's captain was the
most despotic being on earth, und she sub-
mitted, hen the Major was able to leave
kis cabin he took his meals-at table seat-
ed on my right and lylln.m! with me my
own decunter, and as/'he pever took any-
thing at other tim ing & most abstemi-
ons man, he could ngt be got at, even if the
lady had been incliped to. About that, of
course, I know nothing beyond Colonel
West’s statement. -

8o far sutisiactory, The first thing to do
was to ascertain the address go which the
Msjor had gone after leaving the ship,
'.I.’h?u was supplied by Captain Elssover, and
thus srmed Doggett set out to make arrange-
ments for witching their movements. But

ett applied at the address with
which he find been furnished he enconntered
and his wife
stayed one night in the hotel,
They hfvd left that morning for Paris! By
dint istency in his inquiries the de-
toctivg learnt that this piece of information.
ng destination had been volun-
by the lady herself—a circnmstance
i at once placed Doggett on his gnard.
plan of campaigs had been
between the detective and Mr, Web-
before the former set out on his mission,
d his instructions were mosi precise.
{ter ascertaining where Msjor and Mrs
‘Macdonald were staying, the detective was
ordered to keep striot watch and pick up
what information he could. In the event
ot Major Muedonnld showing any signs of
indisposition requiring the services of a
phiysician, the nume aod residence of the
bysician were to be ascertained, whereupon

with the physician, and after pledging him
to secrecy, usint him with the fuocts that
had come to his knowledge, and so place
him on his goard against the possibility of
malpractice, This scheme was well ~ de-
vised, depending only for its suceess on
's success in “‘shadowing’’ the un-
_ __muﬂthcm whose beauty

had woven & round
now to decide whether he
ilow the sravelers to Paris or treat

eomim

on a8 & feiot to mask- Mers.
real movements. Hs sy

Captain Elseover was as good as his word. |

. Webber undertook to seek an in aw |

where he spent only one night after his ar-
rival in Eugland, and the services of Dr.
Bland bad been called into uisition on
the ni:ihtof his arrival in %hmn. “A

had been an witness f0 no overt acts; | typical Anglo-lad rim ptie
that ull he held in his hand was the flim- | and ndvenced » wag ﬁ“
| ¥isst of Indivest ovidanve, possibly withomt| m:unr of his patient, on whom
valoe ax evidence, unless as a buftress to remained in lttud‘rnea until his re-
evidence more eonvincing! sfill, which | moval from Brighton. .
could mot be obtained unless the dark Doggett now turned his steps northwarid

and arrived at Clansyde two days later, only
to find thut his Isbor was all in vain.
Major Macdonald had breathed his last at
York afortoight ago, and had been interred
in that historic city, and as soon as Mn.
Macdonald’s strength would mit of her
resuming har journey she might be expected
to arrive at Clansyde.

Such was the news communicated to him
by the intelligent factor Mr, McCallum,

| Vi,

Doggett made no delay in returning to
town, to communicate the result of his
labors to Mr, Webber, and to ask for fresh
instructions. He broke his journey at York
to discover whether the facts were as stated
by the factor, and satisfied on this head re-
sumed his journey without loss of time.

But Mr. Webber was already in possession
of all the information that Doggett had

leaned before the detective’s arrival, This

nformation had come to him in the form of
aclaim on the Universal, forwarded with
the necessary certifieates and particulars by
& table firm of solicitors in York,
acting in beball of the newly-made widow.
The mesger partibulars which Doggett had
succeeded in obtaining from Sir Mareus
Bland, the Brighton physician, were far
from saiisfactory, but then they furnished
sufficient data fo show that the malady to
which the Major had sncoumbed was in
every essential feature similar in character

fatal termination in India when Colonel
West jumped to the conclusion that his
friend was being slowly done to death by n
elow poison, .

Mr. Webber called into council as many
of the directors of the Universal as conld
be got together on short notice, and after a
long and anxious consultation they decided
to refuse to admit the claim and " to state
their reason fairly, viz., that the deceased
bad met his death by unfair means.

It was ari;!nlI;Iy suggested that the facts
in possession of Mr, Webber shonld be com-
municated to the Coroner al York, with the
view of obtaining an inquest on the re-
mains, but the absence of Colonel West
from I";ngllnd. and the difficulties surronund-
ing the case led the directors to take a
course waich would have the effect of either
rélieving them of their lability—an im-
portunt point in the judement of the di-
rectors—or wonld compel Mrs. Muaodonald
to proceed by protrected litigation to en-
foree her claim, an expedient which would
allow of Colonel West being communicated

with,

An angry lefler, written by the solicitors
at York employed by Mrs ﬂmﬂ_onﬂd fol-
lowed the refusal on the part of the Univer-
sal to meet the elaim, in which the dis-
tressed condition of their elient at the shame-
ful imputation laid sgainet her was skill-
fully set forth. But Mr. Webber refused to
budge, simply neming the company’s solie-
itor and stating thut he would accept service
of writ on their behalf,

But if the direators of the Universal im-
agined that Mrs, Macdonald would be terri-
fied by the bold front t|h.ely had placed on
matters, in refusing admission of her claim
and imputing her huns 's denth to foul
play, t&y were mistaken. Mrs. Macdonald
was detormined to fight the matter qn'%.
circmnstance that subssguently told heavily
in her favor when the case went before a
jury. The company’s solicitor was served
.12 a writ immediately after the receipu of
Mr. Webber's letter, and the degks were at
once eleared for nction.

The company’s solipitor st this time was
Mr. Kenpeth Fruser, the story of whoss
tragic doath, which ocourred not many
years sfterward, has been told In_the
mystery at Cluinp Cottage. Doggett was

inforination he could, while Mr. Xenueth

hion to interview

to the illness which huad so nearly reached o~

at once dispatehed to York {o huunt up what.

E'ﬂwm in India
v seknow! as
much as thut to me, snd he was in
e detociive spest svtes 1

e 8 some time
e o, i
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besuty of Mrs, Macdonsald, her unexampled

as a sick nurse, and her man-

ifestations o distress over his
death (whether

doubt), had so co y won over the
minds of the women to her side that Dog-
eett’s glaanings in this field were few and
seanty.

On:wmm_thm was who proved more
communicative thao the rest, and oat of her
the deteetive contrived to worm

some
the mplcm
against the widow.

“Whatever the poor man took,” said this
woman, '‘seemed to disagree with him. He
could keep nothing dowa.”

“Did he complain of anything?"’ asked
D e ia heard th

“Notinm ng,"” was the response.
“I have hun’:l the nllfen say that his thirst
was sotnething terrible, and that sometimes
his aul!'erinr were very trm He had a
good deal of pain, and he to complain
8 good deal of a feeling in his throat as il he
conld not swallow."

But this hearsay evidence communicated
from one woman to another did not help the
case forward much, The symptoms might
be compatibls with u diseased condition well
known to medieal science. Indeed, on the
assumption that the Major hnd died from a
process of stow poisoning, was I not elear
that the drug which had been given (what-
ever that might be) had the power of being
able to simulate the effects ot disease in an
altogether remarkable ‘way? Otherwise
how was it possible that the de-
ceased Major should have been wunder
the hands of three members of the faculty
at different periods of time, and all of them
have arrived at the same conclusion—that
his melady was strietly in accordunce with
medical experience? First of all Dr. Es-
mead in Indis, next Sir Mareus Bland at
Brighton, and t of all Dr. Bedford at
Yuri, who had seen the patiently separatels
and independently at different of his
malady, g.:d all agreed that the efects from
which he was su
to natural causes,

Was she guilty? This guestion required
{o be fi when Doggett returned from
York with his report. b

“If Colonel West’s story did not bear on
it the stamp of truth,” said Mr. Webber,
addressing Mr., Fraser, with whom he was
closeted in a long and esnest consultation,
*I should be disposed to think we have ab-
solutely no case to go upon.”

"It is & thousand pities this man West is
not in England,” returned Mr, Fraser. “If
we had him we should have some
grounds which should justify us in moving
the Home Secretary (o order an exhumation
of the remains, #ad.a Caroner's inguest
the result ol the post mortem required it.”

It must be econfessed that the Universal
wils i: .d ninx‘;ll:; dllemmnu.mOn tlbo one hand
they had no except written parra-
e heslch sajepel by fhe Majet i 0l

ealth anjo e or up o

time of his uﬂ‘m?:: hl.’I insurunce to base a
single suspicion upen, altho i% was open
to discussion I:J experts whether the symp-
toms mentioned in Doggett’s report, corre-
sponding, as they did, with the symptoms
manifestod under like eonditiona in India,
did not sdmit of an entirely different con-
struction than that placed upon them by the
English physicinns. But the fuet that Mr.
Webber had been forewarned by Colonel
West in his interesting uarrative of what
was likely to bhappen;and that Colonel
West's sinister prophecy had been only too
wadly Molfilled, jusiified Mr. Webber in his
determination to abide by the course which
he had pressed on his direciors to fight the
matter out to the last, There was an ele-
ment of gambling in the decision, ns Mr.
Webber frankly owned to Mr. Kenueth
Fraser, seeing that they were playing a
waiting gume on the chance that Colonel
West might yet arrive in time before the
great case came on,

Meanwhile preparations for the trial of
the cause of Macdonald vs the Directors of
the Universal Insurance Company weut on
uninterrupiedly in both camps, and the
vrospects of both parties to the suit were
eagerly canvassed in private medical circles,
as the line of defense began to leak out.
The Universal spent Its money freely and
employed its vast resources without stint in
a cause which would involve them in a
lurge money loss in the event ol the day
being decided against them,

But the Universal had even more sacred
interests to defend. They realized that the
wise and beneficent provisions for life as-
surance were in some rare cases apt to be
misused for the basest purposes, as supply-
ing motive for the perpetration of grave
erime, and standing at the head of the
offices, they refused to allow any reproach
to atiach to the principle of life assorance
when it lay within their power to defeat the
machinations of conspirutors and bring the
gullty to justice, In short, they s for
the sanctity of human life,

They did not spend money in vajn, They
had two lines of defense to their action.
First, with the best medical opinion at their
service wherewith to instroct counsel, they
expeoted to break down the mwedieal evi-
dence for the plaiatifiin o amination,
though this they koew would be diffienlt
when a great reputation like that of Sir
Marcus Bland's was at siake. But they
caleulated that they would be able to obtain
such admissions of the course of the disease
and the character of the symptons as would
enuble them to place r.hie nm:; eminent f::l-
oologists in Euoro nto the wilness box,
who would at lmtl: shake he faith of the
Jjury in theplaintiff’s case asto givea verdiet
q3tm bier, on the expert testimony of men
with s world-wide reputation on the subject
of poisons they finally relied.

After long delays the great trial came
off. The medieal testimony was, as usual,
of the most conflicting chursoter. Itis only
fair to the reputation of Bir Marcus Blund
fo say that ht dingnosin of the ease aad his
description of the course of the disease from
which Major Maecdonald died was so clear
in its charucter, that no difficnlty wis ex-
perienced on the part of the plaintills in
putting into the box the foremost physiciaus
of their time, who anhesitatingly declared
that from the deseription given desth was to
be attributed to natural causes; though it
was dmthtud in Mmin:tm ;l:;:
many of the ploms were suoh ns mig
hem{lwilh i?nlha decensed had been sub-
joeted to a Jong course of irritant poison, ad.
min in smali aod frequent doses
But the most overwhelming testimony was
that given by the plaintiff herself, who ap-
peared richly clad in ve mourning,
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devotion,
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ing were to be ascribed

1ri ith white, which showed off to ad-
t :llnlu beauty of her perfect

pwd;::& [ 5:!“ im-

M1 e ' Enaor B

and & piguante widow's bonuet ﬂ!liﬁlt:! .

ready to swear to nnlziaiunl
acts witnessed on the of Mrs, aﬁ
ald and the faithfal All, and to gross

of impro which had been witnessed

tween mistress and servant.

The arm of the law was now set in maotion.
The Home Seerétary consented to grant an
order for the exhumation of the remuins of
the late Major Hector d, and in
the end Mre. Maedonald with Ali Sen b
her side stood in the eriminal dock at Y
Assizes to be tried for their lives.

The same confliet in mediecal testimony,
which had oocurred ak the former trial, pe:-
plexed the mind of the courfagain. No
actual poison was found in the body. Buch
post mortem signsus were not obliterated by
decomposition were atiributed on the one
side to the action of some unkuown irritant
poison, and on the other to the course of dis-
ease. Onoce more the absence of a link in
the chain of evidence gave to Mre. Mao-
donald a remewal of her former triumph,
und sfter a long consuliation by the jury
she and her accomplice were aequ®

The Universal made the best possible uses of
# bad situation and paid over the money, with
ghicih the Major's widow-ppmdh to tl::

ontinent, on pleasu wi
her the faithful Ali, Sy

Several _ﬂ?.n afterward the Star and
Garter, n sister company, received a pro-
posal for & heavy insarance oan the lite of &
young lady. ¢ name of the pmmn was
Madame Dejazet. Inquiries were institnted
whieh led to the discovery that Madame
Dejazet was o n without the means to
pay the annually recurring preminms, sad
that she wasin faet none other than the
infamous woman who had been tried and
sequitted at York Assizes some years before
for the murder of Heetor Macdonald.

Once more she neared

lying dead in her bed with & knife of Tndian
workmanship plunged to the hilt in her
el e oy
to no asr'she to er.
dissolute Hindoo who had lived with her
was tried for the murder, sentenced to death
and hanged. 5
His name was Ali Sen.
Tee ExDp
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THE AUTOMATIC CHAIR,

Brop a Penny Into the Slot and Get a Seat—
It Might Prove Expemsive.

Visitors to London commonly complain
that there is nowhere to sit down. Says
the London Globe: Our streets are abso-
lutely sestless; there are a few benphes in
our public buildings, but they are hard and
comfortless, and, hard avd comfortless s
they ure, ure nearly always accompanied
by the professional loafer, to the exelasion
of auyone else. In the park, it is true,
there are plenty of seats, but in the public
ones the sitéér is haunted by the fear that
previous oecupants have not been all that
might be desired in the way of personal
habits, and in the private ones he (orshe) is
perpetunlly bothered by the collector com-
ing round to collect his dues. There really
may be a future, therefore, for the suto-
matie chair, which has lately-been brought
out.

The mechanism is simple. The seat of
the chair is hinged at the back, and in its
normal position isfolded up against the back
wod cannot ‘be pulled down. But by drop-
ping & penny inio & slit io the usual man-
ner the seat and ean be pulled
down and sat wpon. It is possible, how-
ever, in practice that the behsavior of the
chair when the sitter gets up may lead to
diffienlties. For, like the straponting with
which theaters are frequently seated nowa-
days, the seat when relensed !rom the git-
ter's weight at once resumes its normal po-
sition, and can only be sat upou agsin on
pavmet of another penny. So that toun ex-
citable gentleman, who frequently got up to
admire the view, the seat might prove an
expensive convenieneg. The inventors state,
however, that this arrangement ean be al-
tered by leaving n stick, or an unbrella, or
éven A per on the seat when one
rises. But if that be so, the vouthiul mrates
of the 'street will nok be slow to find it
out, and by means of a stone or a stick will
keep these seats down forever—or, at least,
ontil the peliceman eomes around. Still,
the idea is said to have been extensively
i:lno;:lted in Puris, so it may well be tried in

ndon.

i

A BOLD PREEBOOTER.

How n Famoun Outlaw Shaved n Pollceman
Whoe Was Loeking for Him.

The following story is current in the In-
dian Press as an illustration of the fearless
andaeity and defiant spirit of tbe famous
border ireebooter, Tantin Bheel. A native
police officer with a bedy of paolice recently
s¢t out in pursuit of this dacoit and halted
at & spol near one of his favorite haunts
A barber entered, whose service the officer
requigitioned. Forthwith the man shaved
the policeman, treely of the dacolt
udﬁ doings. :

- o 0.;’ hbnidru't ul.:lt.
“‘there’s only on® way of catching Tantia."”
“And how is that?” “la this way," said
tie barber, shaviog off the tip of the Jema-
dar's nose; “I am e

The pseudo-barber bolted forthwith into
the jungle, leaving the unlortunate officer
streaming with and frantically call-
i sLumu his men

in
1t is necdless to say that Taotis made good
his escape. ;
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5[ AMONG THE RED YEN.

Life of a School Teacher in the Fa
Uff Indian Territory.

" | GLORIOUS SUNSETS IN THE WEST
> | Ration Day Celebrated After the Style of

Fourth of July,
A HAPPY AND INCREASING PAMILY

; !mnoe:,- Oror AcExcy, L T,
= Moy 20, 1839, i

Oh, the glorions sunsets of the West! Tt
has been raining almost all day, a rait that
came by jerks and in big drops, but it ha
finally claared up “elondy and cool.” sve
in the west, where the sun Is setting behind
& ridge of golden clouds that rims the whole
western horizon. The eattle are lowing sud
returaing homeward, as they did when Gray
wrote his elegy in & ‘country church yard;
and it seems that all things living have fled
and left the schoolroom to darkness and to
." ‘

When I came into the schoolroom this
evening I found, balf reclining against the
organ, a little dark face waiting for me. I
could searcely see him but for the huge
buneh of jacco ha held in his hands, Hs
said: ‘“Here are some flowers for you.” I
took them, admired thew, and said I would
put them in water, He lingered, I knew
before T m:d&cl.l.?ruﬂlhnh waated
spmething, g u want
P, Gout et 'l ni

"em o K
Gon.l-:llr%:‘:’ Thcb;:d 'udthl:duk’
dren sre dipiomats, know how to

just whas they want, many a
3 nldmu bwg&::l m h‘ flawers
0 I receive wi nor Vil‘m
selfish wish.

4 QUESTION OF EDUCATION.

The Indisn boys are butohering a cow for
the school. The Indian policemen are on
hand to help a little, and to get the delieions
morsels that are not used by us of higher
civilization; but, as they often reason, ‘‘we
ekt what vou wouldn't eat and you eat what
we woaldn’t touch.” All & quéstion of edu-
eation. Notone bit of the cow will be
wasted, but all carried off and made use of
in some way. They Hrove the r thing
behind the barn and shot her in the presence
of the other cows that were waiting to be
milked. They looked on in sympathy, and
wandered abont uneasily, mduﬂ; {!the,
would share the same fats,

The school was closed yesterday for a May
ienie. Weall went down into the woods
ordering on Red Rock cresk and swung,

played, rowed and ats our dinner. The In-
dinn children were in their element, ehil-
dren of nature 22 thoy are. The boys at
tempted to row in anold dug-out that tippec
from side to side. Indian like, the girl
swung the boys,

The substantial dinner for the childrer
was eaten with a relish, followed by the
dainties partaken of by the white folks,
The fragments of the white folks’ dinne
were given to the Indian women and babies
who followed us as the street Arabs follow :
plenic at home, “afar off," but om hanc
when dinner is m::- They enjoyed the
bits of cheese, eake and pie, meat, ete., ste.
and had an sbundaves even of the scraps
T'he dogs were not ten. In the back
ground were several Indians on horses, whi
to come and eat withon

Night has settled down on Otoe. Th
Lnlden-rmmed olouds have departed snc
eft dark lenden ones. The policemen whe
liugered for their share of the dead cow an
ing home through the long, wet grass ¢
their respective tepees, with aﬁi coffee sack
siung on their backs flled with the offal-
choice meas to them. The cow that was ful
ol fife an hour ago lies quartered in the mea
shop. What a sirnnge, strange world this is
The weak are overpowered by the strong; i
is one constant struggle for one’s rights, an:
a continual warfare with self or others, an«
a atrife for life, but to die at last,

Morning has dawned; beautiful, bright
clear and cool. This is ration day. Thisi
kind of a conference, & picnic and sn inde
pendence day for the Indians. They haw
on all their clothes. The women com:
with handsowe beaded blankets, fuce

nted, earrings, beads, ins anc
racelets until they are wei 5o tha
walking is an exertion. @ variegatec
umb and parasols are out this morning
Many have the besutiful red, white snc
blug ones, cotton and not fust colors either
and the first rain clouds them terribly.

A HAPPY FAMILY,

The interpreter has just come in fo see i
his son bad drawn any new pictures on th
board. The int'rpretar has two wive
who are sisters. They live Iy
together without any qm.r-uliu;ri and an
raising & hT family of smart children,

W:Ln ve of them in school, and ont
is a natural artist. The others are sharg
snd shrewd, but have inherited some of the
mean traits of the mean white blood that i
in their veins. The

.
The king of Eastern Conneetieut trout
was caught the other day in an East Kill
ingly stream by A. C. Oatley, of that town.

On the day following its capture it weighed
just four ponvds and three ounces. Mr.
Oatley, who was fishing with » light dy
rod, suw the trout in a broad, desp pool be
fore he threw his hook into the water, and
the sight made him nervous. Baid he:

“I looked first at the trout very cautiously,
and thes I looked st the little rod, and 1
was afraid for the rod; I ht it would
never stand the strain if [ ed the chap.
But I threw in and in less than half a wink
the big fellow took it. Cmsar! but dida't
things bum about there then. T was just 17
minutes in tuckering him out, and be aectea
vury curiously from the He made no
attempt to break for cither up stream or
duwu, but started in & oirele, and kept it up
:::;lhl. killad‘liiﬁml. .t ll:i roand that

t rly got dimy lookin
at him; but after s while he slowed up, an
finally I had him in the sand of the bank."

m taken in £
Several years ‘lr.
that tldlacmlwrndl,
had a plaster cast taken of
_ ‘one mile west of this city is
2&1& Hgmr;. mﬁgu-? - nlng;
ur and a four
and a mthv‘uhnnhm&wp‘l:
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